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“Our Spiritual Home”
1 Peter 2:4-10; Ephesians 2:11-21 November 6, 2016

Robert Frost’s poem, “Mending Wall”, describes two 
neighbors whose orchards are separated by a stone wall. The 
poet notes how the change of seasons and the roughness of 
hunters have caused stones to fall.  The neighbors make an 
annual walking inspection of the wall and work together 
to repair it. The poet wonders about the necessity of even 
having a wall to divide property and people. Seeing the way 
unseen forces conspire to bring down the wall, the poet 
makes the suggestive comment: “Something there is that 
doesn’t love a wall.” 

Yet we live with walls. Centuries, ago, the Chinese built a 
wall to shelter and protect Chinese society and culture from 
the barbarian world. This wall can still be seen and visited 
today. Who can forget that day in August 1961 when the 
world awakened to the reality of the Berlin Wall dividing 
East from West Berlin. Despite pleas from Kennedy and 
Reagan and countless other world leaders, the wall stood 
until the desire for freedom began to tear it down in 1989. 
Something there is that doesn’t love a wall. 

Not all walls are visible. In countless towns across 
America living on the wrong side of the tracks, attending 
the wrong schools or having an old criminal record can 
create insurmountable odds to success. There are walls 
between Jews and Christians, Muslims and Hindus, blacks 
and whites, and rich and poor. In this election year, we 
see angry walls between Democrats and Republicans built 
with vitriolic and bitter rhetoric. Due to hurtful words and 
actions, family members can build walls against each other 
to break off communication. Even in the church, there can 
be walls that divide groups over differing theology, social 
issues, the use of resources and styles of worship. Something 
there is that doesn’t love a wall. 

God is the one who doesn’t love a wall. In Jesus Christ, 
God has created a new community of faith by breaking 
down the walls that divide people. In Ephesians, Paul 
declares that God has brought an end to the hostility that 
once divided Jews and Gentiles. In Jesus Christ, God has 
created one new humanity by making peace through the 
cross. This new body overcomes all the distinctions and 
divisions we tend to make between people. God welcomes 

all into the body of Christ. In his epistle, Peter builds on 
this message. He declares that Jesus who was rejected by 
many has become the cornerstone of the people of God. We 
are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people.” We are chosen not to separate ourselves from 
others, not to lord it over others, and not to think that we 
are better than others, but to go into the world to proclaim 
the mighty acts of God. We are chosen to welcome others 
into the fellowship of Christ. We are chosen to bring the 
light of Christ to the world. Paul put it this way, “So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens 
with the saints and also members of the household of God, 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the 
whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord” (Ephesians 2:19-21). 

The church is our spiritual home. From the outside, 
some may look at the church and see it as a building 
where people gather; others may see the church as a 
meddlesome institution always putting its nose where 
it doesn’t belong; some may see the church as irrelevant 
and archaic; others may see the church as deeply divided, 
fractious and cantankerous. For all the failings and the 
misrepresentations of the church, the church is the body 
of Christ. We are a holy temple. This is our spiritual home. 
Church is not somewhere we go, but something we are. We 
are called into the body of Christ to witness to the ways of 
God in the world. 

Is our life together an embodiment of this deep spiritual 
reality we call church or is it a reflection of something 
else? If we preach forgiveness, but do not forgive, who will 
listen? If we talk about being generous and giving ourselves 
in service to others, but do not support the ministry of the 
church or put ourselves out to care for our neighbors, we 
are what Paul calls “a noisy gong or a clanging  cymbal” 
(1 Corinthians 13:1). If we talk about love, but are mean, 
judgmental and intolerant who would give the church a 
second thought?  As Presbyterians we have always sought 
to work with other Christians from different traditions. 
Our history, traditions and theology are important to us, 
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but we have never felt that this is the only way to be the 
church.We have always participated in local and global 
ecumenical groups because we believe that the faith that 
unites us is far greater than the differences that divide us.  

As a congregation we work hard to nurture our children, 
youth and their families in the ways of Jesus so that we 
might live more faithfully together as the body of Christ.  
Kenda Creasy Dean is a professor at Princeton Seminary 
who has written extensively on the spiritual development 
of youth. We are invited into a spiritual home not to be 
entertained or just to keep busy and stay out of trouble, 
but to be a part of a community that embodies in its own 
life the self-giving love of God for a suffering world. This is 
why our youth and children’s ministries focus on knowing 
and understanding scripture, caring for one another and 
serving others in the name of Jesus. Dean writes: 

“In Christian tradition, faith is a matter of desire, a 
desire for God and a desire to love others in Christ’s 
name – which results in a church oriented toward 
bearing God’s self-giving love to others, embodied 
in a gospel-shaped way of life… Christian formation 
invites young people into the motley band of pilgrims 
and prepares them to receive the Spirit who calls them, 
shapes them, and enlists them in God’ plan to right a 
capsized world” (Almost Christian, p. 67).  

As children, youth and adults we learn these things by 
practicing our faith day to day and week to week. Tipping 
our hats once a year to God or giving lip service to God 
is not enough to shape us into the image of Christ. I do 
not think we can move past an immature faith, unless 
we are engaged with one another in worship, study and 
service. Here in this our spiritual home, we grow together 
as we live a deeply shared spiritual life. We give sacrificially 
because such giving sets our priorities and reminds us that 
all that we have and all that we are belong to God. Like 
precious stones polished smooth in a tumbler we polish 
one another’s rough edges until we shine with the reflected 
light of Christ. What we say and do as followers of Jesus 
matters. How we live together in the spiritual fellowship 
of the church makes a difference. What we stand for and 
witness to in the world can be life giving to others.  

This Tuesday we vote in our local, state and national 
election. This has been a tumultuous year. We are weary 
and tired of the negativity, the intemperate language, the 
accusations, the incivility, and the polarization of our 
society. We are blessed as a nation with personal freedom 
and opportunities, with the responsibility of citizenship, 
and the abundant resources of our land and people. What 
unites us is greater that what divides us. Such a rancorous 

and acrimonious public debate feasted upon by the media 
threatens our core values, our public life and the very fabric 
of our society. I bring up the election not to tell us how to 
vote, but how we are called to live. I am concerned about 
what happens Wednesday and beyond when the election is 
over, the votes tallied, and the winners and losers declared.  
I believe with all my heart that we, as the body of Christ 
who have been welcomed into this spiritual home, have an 
essential role to play in repairing the fabric of our torn society. 

Abraham Lincoln was America’s greatest public 
theologian of the 19th century. As the bitter conflict of the 
Civil War was coming to an end, Lincoln gave his Second 
Inaugural Address. In that address he understood the 
unfinished work of the nation, a work to which all citizens 
were called.  He said, “With malice toward none, with 
charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to 
see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to 
bind up the nation’s wounds... [and] to do all which may 
achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves 
and with all nations.” Something there is that doesn’t love 
a wall. 

God calls us from this our spiritual home to be a light 
to the nation demonstrating how we can live together in 
mutual forbearance and love, disagree respectfully, pray for 
one another, listen to and learn from each other, and restore 
civility and a common purpose to our land. 

Something there is that doesn’t love a wall. God in Christ 
has torn down the dividing wall of hostility and created one 
new humanity. The Holy Spirit will guide us in the way 
forward.  

 


